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APPENDIX, the Company, such as that of Mr. Hodges, we will only
further observe, that if the ordinary legal tribunals of the
country are insufficient for the investigation and adjust-
ment of them (a fact which the court are by no means
prepared to admit), the defect should be remedied, and
other and more appropriate means devised than com-
mittees of parliament appointed at the instance of the
claimants themselves, and in which it is not possible that
a judicial investigation can be satisfactorily conducted.
It will not, we are persuaded, be thought by you,
that the court are influenced upon these subjects by any
narrow and misplaced considerations affecting the pecu-
niary interests of the Company. Although the adoption
of .the principle which you have urged would probably
lead to the exaction of many millions sterling from the
natives, yet, in point of fact, the Company are not, nor
can they be, otherwise interested in the subject, than as
it may affect the prosperity of India. An interference
with our natives allies will cause them to be impoverished
and discontented, and thus the character of our govern-
ment will be implicated and our political relations de-
ranged. Claims upon the Indian, territory, if conceded,
will injure our native subjects, by preventing relief from,
or causing increase of taxation; and if the pressure
should become to them intolerable, the crisis will arise
>at which this country must interpose financial aid.
We confidently trust that these contingent evils will
all be averted by the determination of the king's go-
vernment to co-operate with the court in steadfastly
maintaining, as well in correspondence with the local
governments as in discussions in parliament, when claims
are brought forward there, the principle of non-interfer-
ence in the pecuniary transactions of the native states.
If unhappily that should not be the case, the whole
responsibility, of any measure of interference must rest